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On the Legislative Concept and Judicial Application of Punitive Damages System

Yitian Hu
(Shanghai University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 201701)
Abstract: With the development of industrialization, environmental pollution and ecological damage have intensified, in order to protect
private interests and ensure sustainable social development to a greater extent. Article 1232 of the Civil Code of our country stipulates the
punitive damages system. When the infringer’s implementation of homogeneous compensation cannot fully compensate for the damage
suffered by the infringed party and cannot meet the legitimate demands of the infringed party, they must bear punitive environmental civil
liability. Therefore , the legislative concept of the punitive damages system is to restrain and prevent the infringer from intentionally

committing infringement and require the infringer to provide comprehensive relief to the infringed party. The punitive damages system is

designed to remedy private interests rather than public interests , so assuming punitive civil liability only applies within the scope of
environmental private interest litigation , and environmental public interests cannot be claimed as a serious damage result for punitive
damages.
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