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The Influence of Competitive-Neutrality Clauses in Regional Trade Agreements on the
Convergence of Global Rules

Wei Zihan
(School of International Law, Southwest University of Political Science and Law, Chongqing 401120)

Abstract: Against the backdrop of stagnant negotiations within the multilateral trading system and the shift of high-standard
economic and trade rule-making toward regional platforms, competitive neutrality has gradually evolved from a domestic-oriented
governance principle into a core institutional provision in new-generation deep-level regional trade agreements. At present, major
economies have constructed differentiated regulatory paradigms for competitive neutrality within regional trade agreements. Distinct
discrepancies exist in the value orientation, regulated subjects and dispute-enforcement mechanisms of these models, which constitute the
source of diversification for global competition rules. Acting as experimental fields for international norms, regional trade agreements
transmit regional competitive-neutrality norms to the global economic-trade governance system via three transmission channels including
template diffusion, inter-economy institutional competition and absorption-transformation by multilateral institutions. Deep-going
integration of the global value chain and the international knowledge network for competition policy furnish underlying driving forces for
international rule convergence. Nevertheless, divergences in national economic systems, great-power strategic competition and different
functional orientations for state-owned enterprises hinder the unification of norms. The convergence of global competitive-neutrality
norms follows a non-linear evolution marked by coexisting selective convergence and differentiated institutional reservations. On the
basis of such mechanisms, China shall rationally analyse institutional merits and demerits embedded in varied competitive-neutrality
clauses, adopt differentiated strategies of acceptance, resistance and independent norm-building, engage deeply in global competition
governance, and construct a China-oriented competitive-neutrality institutional framework compatible with China’ s ownership structure
and public functions of state-owned enterprises.

Keywords: regional trade agreements; competitive neutrality; state-owned enterprises; convergence of global rules; economic and
trade governance

12 .



