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Research on the Definition of Liability Subjects for Damages Caused by Stray Animals

Chen Yueyun
(Shantou University, Shantou, Guangdong 515821)

Abstract: Article 1249 of the Civil Code of the People's Republic of China (hereinafter referred to as the "Civil Code") stipulates
that where an abandoned or escaped animal causes harm to another person during the period of abandonment or escape, the original
keeper or manager of the animal shall bear tort liability. This provision provides a basic legal basis for handling disputes arising from
harm caused by stray animals. However, in judicial practice, several issues remain prominent, including the difficulty in identifying the
original keeper of stray animals, the ambiguity in determining the scope of managers, and the unclear boundaries of liability between
long-term feeders and site managers, leading to inconsistent adjudicative standards in similar cases. The determination of the liable
subject for harm caused by stray animals is not only crucial to whether the victim's damages can be promptly remedied, but also bears on
the balance of responsibilities among benevolent caregiving, public place management, and administrative governance. To address
practical needs, it is necessary to refine the composition and scope of liability of the original keeper, manager, long-term fixed feeder,
safety guarantor, and relevant administrative entities, based on the integration of fault liability and risk control, so as to establish a clearly
structured and clearly delineated set of rules for the allocation of liability.
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